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 Serving Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas FALL 2018 

Cultivating English learner students’ home language reaps 
benefits for learning English 

Learn about the relationship between English learner students’ initial 
Spanish proficiency and English language development in this video, the 
first in a two-part series. 

Supporting new teachers with hands-on residencies 
Sara DeLano, executive director of Education Workforce for the 
Louisiana Department of Education, describes the agency’s efforts to 
implement a statewide residency program to support new teachers. 

Roundup Blog Series 
Implementing a statewide system of great schools 

Two advisors describe how Texas is empowering schools by supporting 
district leaders in this series from the Southwest School Improvement 
Research Partnership. 

Resource roundup: Accelerating improvement through 
networked improvement communities 

Quickly test and scale up promising interventions by using networked 
improvement communities. Get started with our curated list of resources. 

Upcoming Events 
October 12: REL Southwest webinar: The Special Education Enrollment Gap in 
Louisiana: Charter Versus Traditional Schools (2:30–4:00 p.m. CT).  Register 

October 30: REL Southwest bridge event: Promising and Effective Practices for English 
Learner Students: Implementing Integrated and Designated English Language 
Development. Albuquerque, New Mexico (10:00 a.m.–2:30 p.m. MT). Save the date! 

November 6: REL Southwest blended event: Using Networked Improvement 
Communities to Promote Effective District Practices.  Save the date! 

November 14–17: La Cosecha Dual Language Conference, Santa Fe, New 
Mexico. Register 

Ask A REL 
If you live in Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, or Texas, REL Southwest can 
answer your research-based questions about education policies and practices. 
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Questions or comments should be directed to: 
REL Southwest 
4700 Mueller Blvd., Austin, TX 78723 
800-476-6861 | ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/southwest

This newsletter was prepared under Contract 91990018C0002 by Regional Educational Laboratory Southwest, administered by America n 
Institutes for Research. The content of this publication does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the Institute of Education Sciences 
(IES) or the U.S. Department of Education, nor does mention of trade names, commercial products, or organizations imply endorse ment by 
the U.S. government. 
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